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Application for a Deviation from a Railway Group Standard
(in accordance with Section 6 of the Railway Group Standards Code issue 3)
	1.  Type of deviation
Deviation Number: RSSB to complete

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Is the application for a Temporary non-compliance?
Appropriate for particular circumstances where, for a predetermined period, it is demonstrably not reasonable to comply with a Railway Group Standard (such a situation may, for example, arise because more time is required to comply with a new Railway Group Standard or you wish to trial a new way of working).
OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Is the application for a Derogation?
Appropriate for particular circumstances where, on a permanent basis, it is demonstrably not reasonable to comply with a Railway Group Standard.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If the application is for a Derogation, is it for a project requiring authorisation for placing in service under the Railways (Interoperability) Regulations 2006?

Some measures in Railway Group Standards have been notified by the Department for Transport to the European Commission as 'national technical rules'.  Details can be found on the Department for Transport's website (http://www.dft.gov.uk).  Compliance with relevant notified national technical rules is checked as part of the verification of subsystems or vehicles before authorisation for placing in service in accordance with the Railways (Interoperability) Regulations 2006.  Section 14.4 of the Standards Manual sets out the procedure for deviations from national technical rules which are Railway Group Standards.  Tick this box if the deviation relates to a relevant notified national technical rule.


	2.  Details of applicant:

	Please provide your name, position (job title), the company you work for, your full address and contact details.
NAME, Network Rail (Western), 5th Floor, Desk 19, 40 Melton Street, London NW1 2EE


	3.  Your reference number:

	Please provide your company's reference number for this application, if applicable.
Tracker No. 7532


	4.  Status of applicant:

	Please indicate if you are applying a) as a RSSB member who must comply with the requirements that are the subject of this deviation or b) on behalf of a RSSB member.  If you are applying on behalf of a RSSB member, please provide their details and attach evidence of their support for this application.
Infrastructure Manager, RSSB Member


	5.  Title of certificate:

	Please provide a one line title that describes the deviation
Provision of flashing aspects for signals NT1415 and NT1426 approaching Lydney loops in Wales


	6a.  Details of Railway Group Standard (RGS):

(www.rgsonline.co.uk)

	RGS Number:
	Issue No:
	Issue Date:
	Title:

	Please provide the number of the RGS against which deviation is sought. GK/RT0045

	Please provide the issue number of the RGS 
One
	Please provide the date that the RGS was issued (as set out in the RGS catalogue)
February 2010
	Please provide the full title of the RGS as set out in the RGS catalogue.
Lineside Signals, Indicators and Layout of Signals


	6b.  RGS clause(s):

	Please provide the specific clause number(s) against which deviation is sought.
5.2.3


	6c.  RGS clause requirements:

	Please quote the requirements against which this deviation is sought, as set out in the RGS. 

“5.2.3
Junction method 2: Flashing yellow aspect sequence 
5.2.3.1
Junction method 2 shall only be used where all of the following apply:

a) The speed reduction to the permissible speed at the point of divergence falls within the ranges set out in Table 23

b) The divergence is not into a terminal line

c) There is no operational requirement to reduce the speed of the train at the junction.
Permissible speed approaching the diverging junction

Permissible speed at the point of divergence

80 mph – 125 mph

40 mph or greater

40 mph – 75 mph

25 mph – 40 mph


Table 23   Speed ranges for flashing aspect sequences
5.2.3.2
Where a flashing yellow aspect sequence is displayed and 3-aspect colour light signalling is provided, the signalling system shall be configured so that:

a) A single flashing yellow aspect is displayed by the junction distant signal, and 

b) A single yellow aspect is displayed by the junction signal.
Green
→
Flashing Single Yellow (#1)
→
Single Yellow (#2) 


#1
Junction distant signal


#2
Junction signal
5.2.3.3
Where a sequence of flashing yellow aspects is displayed and 4-aspect colour light signalling is provided, the signalling system shall be configured so that:

a) A flashing double yellow aspect is displayed by the junction outer-distant signal (except where 5.2.3.4 applies)

b) A flashing single yellow aspect is displayed by the junction distant signal, between the flashing double yellow aspect and the single yellow aspect

c) The single yellow aspect is displayed by the junction signal.
Green
→
Flashing Double Yellow (#3)
→
Flashing Single Yellow (#2)
→
Single Yellow (#1) 


#1
Junction signal


#2
Junction inner distant signal


#3
Junction outer distant signal
5.2.3.4
By exception, only when the junction outer distant signal is also a junction signal, the junction outer distant signal shall display a double yellow aspect on the approach to a flashing yellow aspect at the junction inner distant signal.
Green
→
Double Yellow (#3)
→
Flashing Single Yellow (#2)
→
Single Yellow (#1) 


#1
Junction signal


#2
Junction inner distant signal


#3
Junction outer distant signal
5.2.3.5
The junction signal aspect shall change from a single yellow aspect to a less restrictive OFF aspect compatible with the aspect sequence beyond the diverging junction when the approaching train has passed the junction distant signal displaying the flashing single yellow aspect.
5.2.3.6
A flashing aspect sequence shall only be displayed when the approaching train is detected to be in a position that is compatible with the required reading time of the junction distant signal that displays the flashing single yellow aspect and one of the following applies:

a) The first signal beyond the diverging junction is a controlled stop signal that is either one of the following:

i) Displaying an OFF aspect

ii) Displaying an ON aspect and a forward route is set

iii) Displaying an ON aspect at the end of a loop line or platform line where all trains are expected to stop

b) The first signal beyond the diverging junction is an automatic signal 

c) The first signal beyond the diverging junction is an isolated distant signal

d) The train protection system is configured to mitigate the SPAD risk at the first stop signal beyond the diverging junction.
5.2.3.7
A flashing yellow aspect sequence shall only be applied to more than one diverging route at a junction signal, if both of the following apply:

a) The difference in permissible speed between the highest speed diverging route and the other diverging route(s) is not more than 10 mph, and

b) Any safety hazards or serious operational inconvenience arising from misrouting are common to all routes to which the flashing yellow aspects apply.”


	7.  Scope of deviation:

	Please state (as specifically as possible) to what the deviation applies.  Include details of any geographical limits, limits on types, pieces or ranges of equipment, identification numbers, signal numbers, specific assets or operations. 
Signals NT1415 and NT1426 on the Down and Up Main respectively on the approach to Lydney Loops which will come under the control of the new South Wales Control Centre when the new signalling in the area under the NASR project is commissioned (SWM2 125 ¼mp to 148 ¼mp).


	8.  Impacts of complying with the current RGS requirement:

	What are the problems with complying with the RGS requirement?

This section should explain the consequences for you (for example cost and service performance) of complying with the RGS requirement.  It should allow the reader to understand why these consequences make it unreasonable to comply with the RGS requirement, either temporarily (in the case of a Temporary Non Compliance) or in a particular circumstance (for a Derogation).

Compliance would require the provision of approach release from red on the two signals which would slow freight trains entering the loops adding a significant delay to clearing the main line and has the risk that freight trains may need to accelerate after the signal clears.


	9.  Proposed alternative actions:

	What are you proposing to do instead of complying with the RGS?

This section should describe the proposed alternative actions to be taken in place of the requirements of the RGS.

It is proposed to provide Flashing Yellow aspect sequences on the approach to the loops at Lydney where the permissible speed approaching the diverging junction is 60mph and the Permissible speed at the point of divergence is 15mph.
A Permanent Speed Warning Indicator (PSWI) for the diverging speed will be positioned at the signal displaying the flashing yellow aspect allowing the drivers advance notice that they are approaching a diverging speed.


	10.  Impacts of the alternative actions:

	What are the impacts of the proposed alternative actions on your company and any affected parties?
This section should allow the reader to understand why the proposed alternative actions are reasonable.
This section should explain the predicted impacts of implementing the alternative actions (to be taken in place of the RGS requirement) on the safety and technical compatibility of the railway system, and on its costs and service performance.  The impacts should consider both the activities of your company and those of any affected parties.  This explanation should include any relevant supporting documents such as:

· company procedures, processes and instructions

· specific, explanatory drawings, illustrations and diagrams.


The use of flashing aspects MAY-FA on this section of railway approaching the loops would be a benefit as it will give freight train drivers the earliest possible indication that they are being signalled into the loops clear of the main line. This will allow drivers of trains signalled into the loops to regulate their speed more effectively, thus reducing any delay to following services.

During the development cycle of the NASR project, Structured Expert Judgement Meetings were held in November 2006 and January/March 2007 at which TOC and FOCs were represented and agreement was reached that the provision of flashing aspects for Lydney Loops be provided. This was raised again at a meeting with the TOC and FOCs in April 2010 and those present agreed that the provision of flashing aspects for Lydney Loops remained appropriate.


	11.  What other options have been considered?

	If it helps to explain why the proposed alternative actions are reasonable, state here other options that you have considered and provide an outline of the reasons for their exclusion.
Approach release from red – discounted for the reasons above


	12.  Consultation with affected parties

	Please provide all of the results of your consultation with affected parties.
Guidance on consulting with affected partiesFor further guidance on consulting with affected parties and providing evidence of their support, please click on the following link:- .

Arriva Trains Wales and Cross Country, DBS, Freightliner, FGW, West Coast Railways, DRS and plant operators.
Support has been given by West Coast Railways.



	13.  Additional actions/observations:

	Please provide any additional information you have to support your application.
Upon receipt, the applicant is required to identify affected, interfacing parties and copy this certificate, together with supporting information, to those parties.
Attachments:

· Extract of scheme plan North End Lydney Loops

· Extract of scheme plan South End Lydney Loops

· Newport Area Signalling Renewals (NASR), Structured Expert Judgement (SEJ) – Meetings report Ref. STPE/GS4/NASR-SEJ Version 3.0 of April 2008.


	14.  Method of elimination:

	For a Temporary Non Compliance, please state how your company plans to become compliant with the Railway Group Standard.
N/A


	15.  Start and end date:

	Please specify the dates you wish your Temporary Non Compliance certificate to start and finish.  This will also define the period of time within which you will have to become compliant with the RGS.  The maximum period of time for which a Temporay Non Compliance may be issued is 12 months.
N/A


	16.  Signature of applicant:
	
	Date of application:

	NAME, (Signals), Head of Signal Engineering

	
	31/08/2010

	17.  Status in respect of National Technical Rules:

	RSSB to complete details of whether the RGS requirements are a NTR and if so against which TSI(s).


	18.  Status in respect of National Safety Rules:

	RSSB to complete details of whether the RGS requirements are a NTR and if so against which TSI(s).


	19.  Lead Standards Committee details: 

	Name of Committee:
	Date of meeting
	Minute reference:

	RSSB to complete 


	RSSB to complete 
	RSSB to complete 



	Authorised by:


RSSB to complete

	Date of Authorisation:


RSSB to complete


	All applications should be submitted either in electronic format to the Head of Standards Management at proposalsanddeviations@rssb.co.uk or as a signed copy to Head of Standards Management, RSSB, Block 2 Angel Square, 1 Torrens Street, London, EC1V 1NY.

	Rail Safety and Standards Board Limited will use the information you provide on this form for the purpose of processing your deviation application.  We will share the information with appropriate Standards Committees and may share the information with third parties if they are affected.
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